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experience of this traditional virtue of theirs.   In
this, he replied, as in the expression of most other
opinions formed by Europeans of the Chinaman and
his character, there was an element of truth and of
falsehood.    The probity and integrity of Chinese
bankers and merchants were proverbial and yet in
few countries was there so much of systematic
peculation  and such complete lack  of common
honesty as in China. And he then frankly admitted
that the commercial morality of the Chinese was at
its lowest where it came in contact with, what he
termed, Western legality.    Considering their vast
numbers, did he think, I questioned, the Chinese
were likely to play a prominent part in the modern
drama of mechanical progress in which sooner or
later they would be left no choice but to join.   He
saw of late, he said, distinct signs of new life on all
sides, and with their numbers and their aptitude for
dull, routine work, the Chinese were bound to play
an important part in the coming industrial awaken-
ing of the East, though he would hardly venture to
say that they would take a prominent part as they
were lacking in enterprise and originality and were
far too much given to copying and conservatism
for that.

Late in the afternoon of the third day after
leaving Hankow we steamed into the great emporium
of the Far East. Lined as its quay was with a row
of fine buildings in the Western style of architecture,
I hardly suspected, seeing Shanghai from a distance,
that I was looking at an Oriental city, till on a
nearer approach I observed dense crowds of yellow-